
Westport Central School District 

Special Board of Education Meeting  

Place:  Superintendent’s Office    Monday, February 2, 2009  Time:  7:30 AM 

 

MINUTES 

 
1.  Call to Order    at: 7:34 AM   by: President LaRock  

A.  Roll Call 

         √ Alice LaRock     √ Kathleen carterMartinez (arrived 7:35 am)  √David Goldwasser - absent 
   √ Dwayne Stevens   √Jim Carroll    

B.  Introduction of Attendees 

 Also Present: John W. Gallagher, Ed. D., Interim Superintendent Visitors: None 
            Jana Atwell, District Clerk  
            Michele Friedman, Principal 
C.  Pledge of Allegiance 

 

2.  Public Comment (5 minutes) 
Our agenda offers two Public Comment sections, one at the beginning of the meeting and the other at 
the end.  At this time we have set aside a 5 minute period giving anyone in the audience time to share 
their thoughts with us.  Your opinions, ideas and concerns will be considered and taken under 
advisement.  Questions or concerns needing an explanation or further information will be addressed at 
our next regular meeting. 
 
Floor was opened for public comment, none voiced. 
 
3.  Financial 
Resolved that the Board of Education authorizes the Superintendent to approve the budget transfers as 
listed on the attached sheet: 
 
Motion: Dwayne Stevens         Seconded: Jim Carroll         Yes: 4   No: 0   Abstain: 0         Accept      
 
4.  New Business 

A.  Personnel 

1. Leave of Absence Request – Mitchell 
 Resolved that the Superintendent of Schools recommends to the Board of Education the approval     
 of a medical leave of absence in accordance with Article 10, Section 2.A.3 of the current WEA   
 Contract as requested by Ann Mitchell beginning February 1, 2009 through July 1, 2009. 

 
Motion: Kathleen carterMartinez   Seconded: Dwayne Stevens   Yes: 4   No: 0   Abstain: 0   Accept         

 
Executive Session 
The medical, financial, credit or employment history of a particular person or corporation, or 
matters leading to the appointment, employment, promotion, demotion, discipline, suspension, 
dismissal or removal of a particular person or corporation. 
 
In: 7:41 AM     Motion: Jim Carroll     Seconded: Dwayne Stevens   Yes: 4   No: 0   Abstain: 0    

Accept 

 
Out: 7:45 AM  Motion: Kathleen carterMartinez   Seconded: Jim Carroll   Yes: 4   No: 0   Abstain: 0    

Accept 

 

No action. 
 
2. Long-Term Substitute Discussion 
    Resolved that Amy Welch be appointed as a long-term  substitute for Ann Mitchell from  
    February 2, 2009 through June 30, 2009 at the rate of $190.00 per day (non-precedent setting). 
 
Motion: Dwayne Stevens   Seconded: Kathleen carterMartinez   Yes: 4   No: 0   Abstain: 0   Accept   
Roll Call: LaRock – yes, carterMartinez – yes, Stevens – yes, Carroll – yes, Goldwasser - absent  
 
B.  Miscellaneous 

1.  Summer Champs Program Discussion 
In light of the budget, will be advising the Youth Commission that we will not be running the 
Summer Champs Program this summer.  However, we would be interested in meeting with the 
Youth Commission to preview plans for their summer program if their intent is to use the school 



facility.  Mr. Stevens will be attending the Youth Commission meeting this evening as WCS 
Board Representative to share this information. 
  

5.  Additional Items to Discuss 

Dr. Gallagher advised the Board of a recent girl’s basketball incident involving a parent using 
inappropriate language towards the JV girls’ basketball coach, Vicki Wolinsky.  Brad Rascoe dealt with 
the situation.  A follow-up conversation occurred with Ms. Wolinsky and Mr. Rascoe after the incident.  
A conversation also took place with the parent and a letter followed.  Mr. Rascoe has been advised that 
he has the authority to act on the administration’s behalf in their absence if such occasion should rise 
again. 
 
6.  Public Comment   (5 minutes) 
Floor was opened for public comment, none voiced. 
 
7.  Adjournment 

  
 Time: 7:57 AM Motion: Jim Carroll  Seconded: Dwayne Stevens  
 
 

Next Meeting: Thursday, February 12, 2009 Budget Meeting 5 PM & Regular Meeting 6:30 PM Library 
              Thursday, February 26, 2009 Special Meeting (Superintendent Search) 6:30 PM Library 
 
 
 
Date approved by the Board of Education: February 12, 2009 
 
 
_________________________________________ 
Jana Atwell, District Clerk 

 


